Crawford County, IN
Hiking Guide

O'Bannon Woods State Park
Begins at the fire tower and travels west, intersecting
with the Rocky Ridge Trail in the Class A
campground. Follow paved road to the Group Camp to
reconnect with the trail, then turn north passing the
Aquatic Center before returning to the fire tower.
Latitude: 38.200039
Longitude: 86.268181

Begins and ends near campsite 35. This loop trail
passes through deep ravines and up scenic, rocky
slopes. Parking and water are available at the
campground.
Latitude:38.194770
Longitude:86.292515

Begins across from the Group Camp, passes through
the woods in front of Hickory Hollow Nature Center,
and continues up the ridge to the campground. One
mile of this trail is universally accessible from the
Nature Center.
Latitude:38.1958505
Longitude :86.293723

This trail begins and ends at the Group Camp and
follows both sides of a dry creek bed. Be prepared for
long, steep climbs and rocky descents. Parking is
available at the Group Camp.
Latitude: 38.194770
Longitude: -86.308849

O'Bannon Woods State Park Trails 1

This loop trail crosses a dry creek bed, follows a
beautiful, spring-fed creek and has some long
stretches of climbing. Parking is available at the
Pioneer Shelter House.
Latitude: 38.170720
Longitude: -86.308849
This loop trail captures vistas of what the early
settlers saw while traveling down the Ohio River.
Follow the rocky escarpment bluff, as it meanders
down to the horse trail from Shelter House 2 and
back to the lower parking lot. It then skirts under the
edge of the bluff and up the rock staircase, built by
the CCC, back to the shelter.
Latitude: 38.170720
Longitude: -86.308849

F-Post-Oak Cedar Nature
Preserve
.8 miles
Rugged

This trail is on Cold Friday Road, 1.5 miles south of
the main property office. The Division of Nature
Preserves requests that you register at the trailhead
before entering the nature preserve.

This trail loops around the perimeter of Wyandotte
Wetlands and passes Sharp’s Spring on the lake’s
backside. The parking lot shelter provides a beautiful
spot for a picnic.
Latitude: 38.221197
Longitude: -86.300711

O'Bannon Woods State Park Trails 2

Begins at intersection of Rocky Ridge with a
handbuilt rock garden. A rolling climb takes you to
the top of Breeden Ridge. A log jump sends you
toward a small woodland pond, the highest point on
the trail. Twisting turns and other features lead to a
horse trail crossing, where the trail descends to
Potato Run. After a climb up the other side of the
creek, the trail levels out and joins the Potato Run
Trail.
Begins at the campground, sharing access with the
Tulip Valley hiking trail. At Battleship Rock, the trail
splits to the right and flows along the ridge behind
the campground before descending into the valley.
Bikers should yield to horses at two horse crossings.
The trail intersects with the Breeden Ridge Trail, then
twists and winds along the edge of Potato Creek before
crossing the creek bed.

The Adventure Hiking Trail
at O'Bannon Woods State Park
The Adventure Hiking Trail (AHT) is a 25.5 mile
rugged backpacking trail designed for the serious
outdoor enthusiast. A National Recreation Trail and
part of the American Discovery Trail, the AHT is one
of Indiana's longest, scenic, and most interesting
backpacking experiences.
It normally takes 2.5-3 days to complete, with five
overnight shelters available first-come first-use. The
trail is marked with green and white blazes. Day trips
are also possible at several access points. Good
physical condition, plenty of water, and proper
equipment are necessities. For additional information
contact the park office.

O'Bannon Woods State Park Trails 3

A cool climate, sandstone rock formations, and
seasonal waterfalls are responsible for the unique
trees and plants that grow here. The area features
sandstone rock outcrops, overhangs, cliffs, rock
shelters, and ravines. Much of the sandstone is
“Honeycombed” by weathering of iron ores. Springs,
small caves, and subterranean drainage conduits are
in the underlying Glen Dean Limestone.
Archaeological excavations indicate Native American
occupation as early as 10,000 years ago. The head of
the canyon is a large, semi circular rock shelter,
which undoubtedly provided cover and defense to the
early occupants of this area. A one-mile hiking trail
leads you down into the canyon under a lush canopy
of large trees and past high seasonal waterfalls.
Parts of the trail are steep and slippery when wet, so
use caution. It could take two leisurely hours to
complete the loop. A one-mile hiking trail leads you
down into the canyon under a lush canopy of large
trees, through rock shelters, and past high seasonal
waterfalls. Parts of the trail are steep and slippery
when wet, so use caution. It could take two leisurely
hours to complete the loop.
Latitude : 38.27737742571215
Longitude :-86.53830
This 6.5 mile trail is designated for hiking, horse
riding and mountain biking. The trail winds through
scenic hardwood forests. It connects to the adjacent
7.2 mile Oriole West Trail. Take I-64 to IN 237/IN 66
west (Exit 86). Go south on IN 66 west four miles to
Jeffries Cemetery. Look for a small Hoosier National
Forest sign on the right side of the road. Turn left
into the parking area next to Jeffries Cemetery. Park
there or go across the road at Oriole Pond.
Latitude : 38.18520646144934,
Longitude: -86.49222355290657

Hoosier National Forest Trails 4

Birdseye Trail is an 11.6 mile multiple use trail
which allows for hiking, horse riding and mountain
biking. This trail winds through shady hardwood
forests and covers a variety of terrain. Along the
way trail users pass a lake, creeks, a variety of
forest types, old homesteads, and a cemetery.
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/hoosier/recarea/?
recid=41552
Latitude: 38⁰18’50.038”N,
Longitude: 86⁰40’55.16”W

Yellow Birch Ravine is a 1.8 mile lightly trafficked
out and back trail located near Taswell, Indiana
that features a great forest setting and is good for
all skill levels. The trail is primarily used for
hiking and nature trips.
Latitude: 38.32826239182147
Longitude: -86.55031973353499
Trestle Rd, Taswell, IN 47175

Hoosier National Forest Trails 5

Patoka Lake Trails 6

